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A Public Call for -Secrgg;ji |

By HEDRICK SMITH

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 19 — The Rea-
gan Administration’s effort to impose
tight secrecy on the next mission of the

space shuttle reflects both an urge to;

protect national security interests and
what some intelligence
specialists see as a broad-
er, long-term drive to curb
the flow of information on
such issues to the press

News

Analysis

‘\
q.n’d public.

" Former Government officials sup-
port the Administration’s assertions.
that this country has a legitimate need
to keep Moscow in the dark about its
satellite technology. But they quickly!
add that by making such a highly publi-|
cized shift to secrecy in the civilian
space program, the Administration has
evoked a foreseeable reaction and may
have undermined its stated goal of,
denying Moscow information about a
new generation of American intelli-
gence satellites.

The Administration has drawn atten-
tion to the shuttle flight for Jan. 23, they
say, thus alerting the Soviet Union to

its impertance, and in effect inviting|’
closer scrutiny from the press and pub- |

lic.
Beyond that, the episode has touched
off a political controversy over how far

the Government needs to go in putting
pressure on the press to protect se-
curity information without - crimping
policy debate on arms in space. This
echoes earlier controversies over the
Reagan Administration efforts to
tighten up on policies and practices it
inherited. ' -

In early 1982, Caspar W. Weinberger,
the Secretary of Defense, subjected
more than a score of top Pentagon offi-
cials to polygraph, or lie-detector, tests

tg try to trace the source of one dis-
patch about the country’s future mili-
tary needs. After that, William P.
Clark, then national security adviser,
drafted a Presidential order requiring
high officials to accept lifetime censor-
ship of their public writings and disclo-
sures, a move eventually blocked by

In the satellite case, Secretary Wein-
berger asserted that a Washington Post
article today on the next shuttle mis-
sion represented the kind of disclosure
that ‘‘can only give aid and comfort to
the enemv.” However, Coneressional

g -

! committees have made not the least se-

)

specialists replied that from previously

published technical literature and from -

Congressional testimony, anyone else’
could have.foreseen that the United

Staates was preparing to launch new

_electronic intelligence satellites to

monitor Soviet radio traffic. .
~ “The essiona! intelligence

cret of the fact that we've provided
funds for verification methods in

space,’”” said Senator Daniel Patrick Q up.

Moynihan of New York, former vice
chairman of the Senate Int:lligence

Committee. ““The details are confiden-
tial and should be kept confidential.
But I saw nothing in that article that
you wouldn’t just naturally know if you
knew anything at all about this sub-
ject.”

mont, the new committee vice chair-
man, called The Post’s article ‘““dam-
aging’’ to American interests and said
that if its details were accurate the in-
formation would definitely be of value
to the Soviet Union. Mr. Leahy said he
was most concerned about who in the
Administration gave away the infor-
mation in the first place and that he !
would ask the Justice Department and
the Defense Department to determine
who was responsible.

Schlesinger Cites Precedent

What apparently produced a severe
jolt in political Washington, several
former high officials suggested, was
the Government’s abrupt effort to im-
pose secrecy on the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration, founded

'two decades ago as a civilian agency
dedicated to open, peaceful missions in
space. -

But Senator Patrick J. Leahy of Ver-?

James R. Schlesinger, a former De- 5P\

-fense Secretary and Director of Central .
Intelligence, said that the Air Force.
and Central Intelligence Agency had
managed to launch military and inteili-
gence satellites through the years in
relative secrecy by establishing a pat-
tern of operation that won public and
press acceptance. But in this case, he :
observed, the Administration dramati- -
cally changed both the routine and the |
nature of the civilian space agency.

““If the Defense Department wanted
to keep this particular mission classi-
fied, it chose the worst possible ap-
proach,” Mr. Schlesinger said. “By
throwing the spotlight on this mission,
it produced an enticement for people to
go after what the mission was about
and then to publish what they found
out.

I “If the objective was re-establishing
the capability of the Air Force in the
long run to have a classified satellite
launch, that’s undertstandable. But if
the objective was to keep this particu-
lar mission classified, it was almost
inevitable that something would leak.
Breaking the routine of the shuttle
flights and the NASA tradition of 20
years was bound to call attention to this
- raission.”’ e

Ancther intelligence specialist,
speaking on condition of not being iden-
.tified, said that by holding a news con-
‘ference on Monday to announce the
new policy and then publicizing Mr. |

Weinberger’s efforts to prod the press '
into cooperating, the Administration
had also put the Soviet Union on notice
that it had important missions coming

Defending the legitimacy of tight se-
curity on the military functions and de- .
tailed operation of satellites, intelli-
: gence specialists point to history. One
specialist said that the American KH-
11 photo reconnaissance satellite oper-
ated in the mid-1970's for a year with-
out Soviet detection until a Pentagon
clerk sold Soviet agents a manual.
Until that security breach, this spe-
cialist said, the Soviet Union was un-.
able to develop countermeasures to
balk the intelligence-gath ca-
pacity of the KH-11. He added that for
six months more, Moscow was un-
aware that the United States had a sec-
ond satellite like it in orbit, meaning
that for at least six months more, it-op-
erated without being disrupted. .

But this same specialist saw little
justification in the Administration’s
announced intention to keep the time of
launching secret for the Jan. 23 mis-
sion, because the preparations for such
space shuttle launches at Cape Canav-
eral are visible to anyone on the high-
ways and beaches in the region. I

_ Defense Department officials today |

| indicated that the inger in the Penta-
gon toward The Wis! on Post was
more over its defiaice of Mr. Weinber-
ger’'s appeals not o publish informa-
tion on the missior than over any spe-
cific security breah.

“My impressionis that it has to do
more with procedires,” said Fred C.
Iklé, Under Secreary of Defense for
policy. “The S of Defense
talked to a number of the networks, not
to go with some stries, and they com.
plied. Then The Washington Post has a
story. It undermiles a process ‘which
was accepted by editors and publishers®,
that abstain fromr printing.”

Speculation m Invoking Fight

Mr. Iklé has been one of the Adminis-
tration’s most vgorous advecates of
tighter legal restrictions. At'a confer-
ence at Princetor; University on Dec. 1,
he told reporters /Government officials
and academics that the Administration

was likely to séek legislation to in.
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Crease penalties/against officials who
disciosed security information to the
press

. tle program for launching its satellites,
| Some suggested this would en
the Air Force hand in the battle for

"Tlie laws are not adequate,”” he as.-
serted. “We have decided to fight it on"
all fmts." ! 1

Some knowledgeable inteiligence
specialists said that the Pentagon
might have anticipated and welcomed

a political clash with the press on the
shuttle issue, confident of public sup-
port because of President Reagan’s
overwhelming re-election and polls in-
dicating public displeasure with the
* One suggested that after many inter- -
nal battles over the Pentagon budget, !
i Mr. Weinberger might have calculated
i that a clash with some press institu-
. tions might make him a rallying point
in the Administration and for the Presi- |
dent personally. If controversy leads to '
Congressional efforts to make the Air
Force less dependent on the space shut-

| formation,

mney and authority for its own satellite

| launching program.

But 4 more common reaction was
that Mr. Weinberger’s vehemence re-
flected both the Administration’s gen.
eral conviction
needed and its reversal of the policy of
greater openness established under the
Carter Administration. Mr. Carter had
issued orders to try to reduce the
amount of secret material and to make
more of it public, but Mr. Reagan has
issued orders seeking to tighten con-
trols and insure that more, not less in-
is kept secret.

that more controls are |
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